Controversy  over  wedding  grips  Crystal  Springs 


CRYSTAL  SFWNGS.  Mm  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  The  inability  of  an  African 
American  couple  to  wed  at  predominantly 
white  First  Church  in  Crystal  Springs  has 
created  widespread  uproar  but  is  not  in¬ 
dicative  of  Southern  Baptists,  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  said. 

The  pastor’s  derision  to  change  the 
wedding  venue,  after  a  few  members’  re¬ 
action  because  of  the  couple's  race,  is  tn 
unfortunate,  isolated  inooent  from  which 


pastors  can  learn.  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  (SBC)  President  Fred  Luter  said. 

"We  just  have  to  be  aware  that  the  en¬ 
emy  wul  use  anything  he  can  to  come 
against  our  churches  and  our  ministries 
with  something  like  this,  and  so  we've  al¬ 
ways  got  to  be  aware  that  the  enemy  is  out 
to  kill,  steal  and  destroy,"  said  Luter,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Franklin  Avenue  Church  in 
New  Orleans  and  the  first  African  Ameri¬ 
can  elected  as  SBC  president. 


"It’s  unfortunate  that  it  happened,  but 
we’ve  got  to  learn  from  it,  and  be  able  to 
go  on  and  do  what  God  has  called  us  to  do. 
What  we  can  ieam  from  it  is  that  we  need 
tn  talk  to  our  membership  about  issues. 
I  think  if  the  pastor  would  have  talked 
to  more  members  about  this...  when  this 
situation  occurred...  it  probably  would  nor 
have  happened  the  way  it  happened." 

Jim  Futrsl,  executive  director  of  tb  ■ 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  fa 


Jackson,  said,  "Our  entire  country,  and  es¬ 
pecially  here  in  Mississippi,  has  been  on  a 
long  journey  for  right  rarial  relationships 
Mississippi  Baptists  both  reject  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  and  at  the  same  time  respect 
the  autonomy  of  our  local  churches  to  deal 
whh  difficulties  and  disagreements  under 
the  Lordship  of  Jesus. 
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drip  is  the  heartbeat  of  the  unptanneti  Mlowsnm  occurs 

■Host  as  the  doctor  places  a  whe?  “^OTplmg^togetherorgo 
up  to  the  chest  and  Baton  to  0U**SSI I******1"  . 

■ttfae  pulse  of  the  congrrea  ■  The  greatest  enemy  offcflowsh.p  m 
«od  vouhear  whencWh  «“*>  Ptopfeisthchuman  hart,  Wc  ate 
•ay  dose  attention,  friend.  •Smm.  We  tend  to  be  srifyeirtered. 
feofvour  dcdoV  independent  loners.  Even  the  hearts  of 

ship  may  ormav  not  be  wfcat  believers  can  now  cold  quickly,  turn 
e  to  yoor  church,  but  it’s  why  'nVid,r^^rany'  becume  narciwi-stic, 
ospective  members  may  rive  delight  id  cutting  itself  off  those  we 
st  of  what  they're  looking  for  kwebesL 

church:  strong  Bibieteacb-  ■  A  dying  church  wiB  begin  to  die 
nusic  or  mnsioas  program,  here  first  I  see  it  in  some  of  die  churches 
i  on  youth  or  children.  where  I  m  the  guest  preacher.  The  service 


■  Fellowship  is  made  op  of  three 
parts:  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
ss  Lord,  a  love  for  fellow  believers 
as  friends,  and  hospitality  shown  to 
newcomers. 

■  However,  the  newcomer  wiB  notice 


“"‘J  t-vw  UK.  ait  ww,UUKUf.  11KII 

within  the  family,  end  finally,  that  the 

people  are  committed  to  the  Lord  Jesos. 

■  People  on  the  outside  are  craving 
this  fellowship.  We  need  each  otherGod 
made  us  this  way. 

■  A  wise  church  works  to  build  a 
stronger  fellowship  among  its  people 
Fellowship  comes  in  planned  and  un¬ 
planned  versions.  The  planned  variety 
happens  in  Sunday  School  classes,  com¬ 
mittees.  Bible  studies,  work  projects,  and 
at  charch  dinners. 

Unplanned  fellowship  takes  place 
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Bivocational  ministry  demanding 
but  rewarding,  practitioners  say 

RICHFIELD,  Pa.  (BP)  -  may 

Pus«y  Losch  begins  his  day  SBC, 
in  Gods  Word.  Like  many  63% 
men  who  make  a  living  with  gregi 
their  hands,  he  seeks  cpiritu-  paste 


are  vital  to  planting  churches 
across  North  America.  They  are 
double-duty  ministers,  willing 
to  do  whatever  it  takes  to  make 
a  difference  for  Christ  in  their 
communities.’ 

Engineer  and  pastor  Carlos 
Soca  appreciates  the  mem¬ 
bers  at  Open  Door  Church  in 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  where  he  leads 
the  multi-ethnic  congrega¬ 
tion's  Hispanic  ministry. 
Travel  is  tough  enough  leav¬ 
ing  his  wife  and  three  chil¬ 
dren  behind,  so  having  confi¬ 
dence  in  men  who  can  step  in 
at  services  is  important. 

“I  lead  the  Spanish  Fellow¬ 
ships  on  Sunday  and  Wednes¬ 
day  evenings,’  said  Soca.  "The 
■ —  of  a  professional  ca¬ 
reer,  a  growing  family,  and  the 
demand*  of  leading  in  a  congre¬ 
gation  are  challenging.  What  do 
you  put  your  energy  and  your 
time  into?’ 

’Recently  I  was  told  I  was 
needed  the  next  week  in  Mex¬ 
ico  for  a  presentation.  There 
is  no  way  to  make  services 
when  you're  out  of  the  country. 
Thankfully  we’ve  developed 
men  who  can  lead.’ 

Recognizing  those  challeng 
es,  NAMB  supports  pastors 
with  people  like  George  Gar¬ 
ner,  who  leads  Bivocational 
and  Rural  Missional  Strate- 


~  r"  suPP°rt  “ay  evenings, 
.necks  the  effort  with  Iron  Men  of  balance  of  a 
omed  the  SBC  scholarships.  NAMB 
wkmg  honored  bivocational  pastors 
with  a  luncheon  at  the  South- 
many  em  Baptist  Convention  annual 
aery-  meeting  in  New  Orleans  ear- 
s  the  lier  this  summer  and  featured 
mbon  a  bivocational  pastor  in  its  re¬ 
ctorial  port  to  the  convention. 

,rdu,8  .  A  typical  day  in  the  life  of 
nnual  the  average  bivocational  pas- 
»,ooo  tor  is  anything  but  typical. 

■£*ors  “Sermon  preparation  is  prob- 
Even  ably  the  toughest.  I've  been 
isters  told  how  I'm  supposed  to  do  it 
wor-  and  then  there  is  reality.  When 
.  cs.  you  work  all  day,  come  home 
)unct  and  then  are  up  until  1  a  m 
An-  counseling  someone  with  Seri-  „„  „„ 

M^,kSSUet.*nd  y<?“  hfvr  10  he  3t>m  explc 
■hour  up  the  next  morning  for  work,  awakening 
aye  sometimes  sermon  prepare-  vast  army  < 
their  tion  takes  a  hit.  Ill  admit  it.  lay  leaders 
aged  I  ve  written  one  or  two  on  my  Kingdom  as 
1.  _  way  walking  to  the  pulpit.’  ketnWe  „ 
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- Christ,"  said  Dowdy.  ’We  need  The 

SUNDAY  SERVICE  —  Bivocational  pastor  Puaey  Loach  visits  with  bivocational  pastors  leading  of  the  v 
members  of  Mountain  View  Community  Church  in  Richfield  Pa  churches  In  some  urban  and  resourc 
prior  to  Sunday  worship  service.  Bivocational  pastors  like  Loach  P*™  *ettin»'  there  may  never  tional 
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Lo#ch,  Andrews,  and  Soca  dinator. 
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ten  I  was  told  the  other  day  that 


Caucasian  or  Black,  would  be  alienated 
from  the  things  of  God.  The  pain  may 
persist  and  it  could  be  worse. 

So  what  do  we  do  when  you  cannot 
un-tell  the  story,  undo  the  decision,  un¬ 
ring  the  bell?  WeH  we  do  what  the  Bible 
tells  ns  to  do.  Repent!  The  word  means 
to  turn  around,  change  your  mind,  and 
change  your  way  of  doing  things.  Itisa 
great  opportunity  for  all  of  us  to  ask  Him 
to  turn  us  around.  But  it  does  not  stop 
there.  We  must  repent  in  order  to  be  re¬ 
stored  and  to  be  what  God  wants  us  to  be. 
Maybe  there  are  relationships  that  need 
to  be  restored,  or  our  hearts  need  to  be 
restored  to  do  the  work,  or  a  restoration 
of  who  we  are  and  what  we  are  redly  here 
to  do  is  needed. 

Whatever  He  wants  to  do  in  us  is  what 
needs  to  be  done.  Will  die  pain  persist? 
No  doubt  it  will,  but  it  can  be  relieved.  It 
can  be  used  of  God  to  bring  about  good 
things  in  our  hearts,  in  our  churches,  and 
in  our  state  for  the  glory  of  Jesus.  Al¬ 
though  this  may  be  one  step  backward,  it 
can  be  a  pathway  to  many  steps  in  a  new 
direction.  I  have  heard  from  folks  in  the 
church,  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Lord 
saying,  “Let’s  take  that  new  way!’  Our 
redemptive  Lord  can  bring  change  and 
blessings  out  of  our  chaos. 

The  author  can  be  vntacted  at 


ofourMissu 
filled  out  all 
paid  their  d< 


hst  churches  had 
tired  information, 
then  were  refused, 
ly  questions.  But 
,  .  am  before  I  found 

out  Any  answers.  The  pain  was  deep.  I 
was  told  about  the  situation  days  after  the 
event  bad  taken  place,  but  hours  before  it 
was  going  to  be  aired  as  a  television  news 
item.  Though  I  had  no  idea  who  they 
were  I  had  pain  for  the  couple  and  all  of 
the  family  and  friends  that  were  involved. 

I  thought  about  my  own  children  and 
their  weddings,  /  wondered  how  you 
would  go  about  dealing  with  that  with  aD 
of  the  programs,  flowers,  photographers, 
caterers,  and  whatever  rise  was  involved 
that  had  to  be  changed.  I  thought  about 
many  of  the  people  in  the  churdi  who  I 
knew,  and  most  of  them  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  decision  being  made  that  they 
were  about  to  hear  oo  the  news.  It  was 
a  story  about  their  church  that  seemed 
nothing  like  the  church  that  they  love 
and  attend.  I  thought  about  the  pastor 
who  I  know  and  appreciate  because  of 
his  love  for  the  Lora  and  care  for  people. 
He  has  always  been  such  a  fair-minded, 
right-hearted,  and  genuine  servant.  I 
wondered  how  this  all  came  about  and  I 
felt  pain. 


CONTROVERSY  tln*  »  precedent,  and  there  job  was  on  the  line,  according  according  to  news  reports. 

were  those  who  reacted  to  that  to  the  Wilsons.  Richard  Land,  president  of  the 

coat,  from  p.l  because  of  that  Weatherford  They  "had  decided  that  no  SBCs  Ethics  & Religious  Liberty 

‘While  there  mav  be  hurts.  to  Mdmm.  ’I  ^cw^  had  been  married  at  Commaaon  in  Nashville,  said 

their  church  and  that  if  he  went  that  while  there  may  be  valid 
on  to...  marry  us,  then  they  would  reasons  a  couple  may  be  denied 
vote  him  out  and  he  would  be  put  a  church  wedding,  ‘‘the  race  or 
out  of  the  church,'  Charles  Wil-  ethnicity  of  that  couple  is  never  a 
son  fold  WLBT  valid  reason.’ 

The  couple  had  been  attend-  Numerous  members  of  First 
ing  the  church  -  Te’ Andrea  for  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  have 
one  year  and  Charles  for  one  expressed  dismay  that  a  few 
month  —  but  had  not  officially  members  could  bar  the  wed- 
joined.  Te'Andrea's  father  is  a  ding-  At  the  July  29  worship 
member  of  the  church  and  her  service  at  the  church,  a  deacon 


our  entile  body  of  faith,  prey  for 

them  and  stand  ready  to  do  any¬ 
thing  that  we  can  to  help  that 
church  and  that  community.* 

Roger  S.  Oldham,  vice 'presi¬ 
dent  for  convention  communi¬ 
cations  and  relations  with  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee  in 
Nashville,  said  the  SBC  affirms  in 
Article  15  of  its  doctrinal  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  that  racism  is 
against  God's  win. 

"The  convention's  position 
on  race  relations  is  dear  Tn 
the  Spirit  of  Christ,  Christians 
should  oppose  racism,'*  Oldham 
said.  "We  are  all  saddened  when 
any  sin,  including  the  sin  of  rac¬ 
ism,  rears  its  head  in  our  midst. 
It  b  equally  unfortunate  when  a 
group  within  a  church  seeks  to 
determine  church  policy  without 
giving  the  church  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  the  matter  and  take 
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formal  action  as  a 


is  in  national  ana  internation¬ 
al  headlines  because  a  black 
couple,  Charles  and  Te’Andrea 
Wilson,  was  forced  to  movie 
their  wedding  to  a  second  lo¬ 
cation  just  one  day  prior  to  the 
event.  First  Church's  pastor, 
siwn  Weatherford,  conducted 
the  wedding  July  21  at  a  nearly 
African  American  church,  tell- 


the  Wilsons  some  members 
he  150-year-old  First  Church 


College  News 


►  Over  400  students  wiD  re- 
degrees  at  WVUm  Carey 
ratty  in  one  of  (our  gradu- 
ceremonies  in  August  Dr. 
iy  King,  president  orfWCTJ, 
reride  at  the  ceremonies, 
are  for  undergraduate  and 
«te  students  of  the  New 
ans,  Hattiesburg,  and  Tra- 
campuses.  The  ceremony 
rdents  on  the  New  Orleans 
is  August  3,  at  6  p.m.  in 
Chapa  at  New  Orleans 
Theological  Seminary, 
speaker  for  the  ceremony  ts 
am  "Bill*  Ray,  president  and 
of  the  Aabury  Foundation  of 
Inc.  The  ceremony 
-Jg  students  receiv- 
e  degrees  is  August  4 
in  Smith  Auditorium, 
r  for  the  9:30  ceremo- 
Graham,  president  of 
Gulf  Coast  Conunu- 
s.  The  ceremony  for 
students  receiving 


undergraduate  degrees  is  August 
4  at  1  p.m.  in  Smith  Auditorium. 
The  speaker  is  Gordon  Sansing. 
Rector  of  church  relations 

undergraduate  and  dition  campus  students  receiving 
both  graduate  and  undergradu¬ 
ate  degrees  is  August  4  at  4  p.m. 
in  Smith  Auditorium.  Judge  Keith 
Starrett,  United  States  District 
Court  Jud^e  for  the  Southern  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Mississippi,  will  serve  as 
the  guest  speaker  for  the  Tradition 
graduation.  For  more  graduation 
information,  call  the  Office  of  die 
Registrar  at  (601)  31^6195. 

►  The  Winters  School  of  Mu¬ 
sic  »t  WBHam  Carey  Unhreratty 

will  tiost  a  concert  featuring  pre¬ 
mier  concert  organist  Walt  Strony 
at  the  Allen  Organ  Company  on 
August  30  in  Smith  Auditorium  at 
7  p  m.  The  concert  is  open  to  the 
pubhc  and  free  of  charge. 
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fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 

A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en- 
tfer  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
bout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
week’s  puzzle:  John  Ten  Twenty-Eight 


►  The  Accreditation  Council 
for  Business  Schools  and  Pro¬ 
grams  reaffirmed  the  national 
accreditation  for  MbaMppi 
College's  School  of  Business  at 
its  June  17  meeting  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland 

►Eighty-three-year-old  Kos¬ 
ciusko  native  Edward  McMillan 
stepped  down  July  31  alter  two 
decades  of  distinguished  service 
as  executive  secretary  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Historical  Com¬ 
mission.  A  former  history  profes¬ 
sor  and  graduate  studies  dean  at 
Mhslaslppr  College  McMillan 
is  beloved  on  and  off  the  Clin¬ 
ton  campus.  Based  at  the  Leland 
Speed  Library,  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historical  Commission 
preserves  extensive  informa¬ 
tion  on  Baptist  church  ministers, 
™mbnahip  rolls,  cemeteries, 
historical  displays  and  other  data 
going  back  more  than  200  years. 


MEDICARE 

Supplement 


SAVE 


Up  To 


40% 


Pa  Represent  All  M^Jor 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 
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ubmission  Guidelines 

Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
i  and  photographs  of  special  events 
taka  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit- 
(b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti- 
must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
be  accepted  over  the  telephone 
News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to 
-  J  address  below,  and  must  be  contained 
in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form. 
Due  to  increasing  siros  threats,  no  text 
attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  are  pemrwss  bte 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who.  what.  whan,  where  details  of  the 
story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  address 
and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  end 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  e-mail.  CD  or  DVD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  welHighted.  Call  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items 
are  generally  not  publishable.  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples 
All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  aN  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photo¬ 
graphs  win  be  printed  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  News  items  and/or  photographs  de¬ 
picting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or 
outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  cquested  publication  date 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  spuce-available  basis 
Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
39205-0530  FAX  (601)  292-3330  E-mail: 
baptistrecord#mbcb.oTt 


►  Center  Hill  Church, 
Hamilton:  Revival,  Aug. 
5-8;  Sun.,  10  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  nightly;  Lloyd  Sweatt, 
speaker;  Brandon  Hardon, 
music;  Terry  Edwards,  pas¬ 
tor. 

►  Society  Hill  Church, 

Oafcvale:  Revival,  Aug.  5  - 
9;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Wade 
Barnes,  speaker;  Ralph 
Sanford,  interim  pastor. 

►  Linn  Church,  Dodds- 
vflle:  Homecoming,  Aug. 
5,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Jimmy  McLendon, 
speaker;  Susanne  McLen¬ 
don,  music. 

►  Rocky  Springe  Church. 
Yazoo  Aaaociation:  Re¬ 
vival  and  154th  homecom¬ 
ing,  Aug.  3-5;  Fri.  -  Sat.,  7 
p.m.;  Sun.,  1*  i.m.;  Charles 
Harris,  ape  «er;  Will  Edgar, 
music. 


►  Tallahoma  Church, 

Laurel:  Homecoming,  Aug. 
5;  Sunday  Schoo1,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  potluck  lunch  and  music 
with  Dude  River,  1:30  p.m.; 
Allen  Nix,  speaker. 

►  Rocky  Springs  Church, 
Yazoo:  Revival,  Aug.  3  -  4. 7 
p.m.;  homecoming,  Aug.  5, 
11  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch; 
Charlie  Harrie,  speaker; 
Will  Edgar  and  Mary  Holt, 
music. 

►  Staap  Hollow  Church, 
Poplarvilla  :  Youth  reviv¬ 
al’  Au*  8,  ~  10-  6;3®  p  m.; 
Blake  Anderson,  speaker. 

►  Shiloh  Church,  Carroll 
County:  Revival,  Aug.  3  - 
5;  Fri.,  6:45  p.m.  with  fel¬ 
lowship  supper  and  comedy 
from  guest  speaker;  Sat.,  7 


p.m.;  Sun.,  11  a.m.;  Mickey 
Dalrymple,  speaker;  Doug 
Warren,  music. 


►  Murphy  Creak  Church,  ►  First  Church,  Lake: 
Wlnaton  County:  Revival,  Revival,  Aug.  5-8;  Sun., 
Aug-  5  _  8;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  — 
6 p.m.; Mon. -Wed., 7 p.m.;  Wed.,  7  pm..;  Robert  Row- 
,„Bnnch*rd'  .  *Pe*ker;  zee,  speaker;  Jerry  Peagler, 
Don  Wallace,  music;  Walter  music;  Ken  McLemore,  pas- 
Simmons,  pastor.  tor. 


Need  a  light? 

Iimis  said.  -|  mu  rlu-  liolti  1 1)(.  MOrlri. 
Whoever  IoIIoun  ini'  Mill  uni  ttalh 
in  darkness  bill  Mill  hsm-  Ihc 
liuhl  of  life."  1  .lull  11  X:  1 2 1 

Simply  share  I  lie  follnttinu  prater 
Midi  1,0(1  in  tour  iimii  Morris: 

1.  I mri.  I  admit  dial  I  need  ton. 

1 1  hate  sinned. I 

2.  I  tt  an  I  tiirj’iteness  for  nit  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 

death.  1 1  repent.) 
.k.  I  belie' e  Jesus  died  and  rose 
•  ruin  the  urate  to  loruite  on  sins 
and  in  restore  mt  relationship 
tt  ilh  ton.  1 1  heliete  jn  Jesus. 1 
4.  lit  laith.  I  ins  ite  Jesus  (  lirisl 
4  into  mt  life-,  from  ibis  lime  mi. 

I  ttanl  lo  lite  in  a  lot  mu  relationship 
with  llhn.  I  receive  Christas 
mt  Sat  inf  and  I  orri.i 

"Hut  as  many  as  receded  him.  In  iliem  lie  uati 
the  righl  In  heennie  children  of  Coil,  even  lo 
those  Mho  heliete  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

II  ton  make  a  decision  fur  (  lirisl  loiln.t,  contact  a 
local  Sunt  hern  Itaplisl  church  for  spiritual  uuidance. 
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MS  POSITIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
HOLLY  SPRINGS,  MS  IN  SEARCH 
Of  A  BI-VOCATION AL  PASTOR  If 
interested,  please  e-mail  yew  resume  to 


bettsoutfi  net. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  SUMMIT, 
MS  SEEKS  A  PART  TIME  PRESCHOOL 
MINISTRY  DIRECTOR  to  oversee  the 
Preschool  Ministry  of  the  church  m 
coordination  with  the  children's  minister 


««T.  CARMEL.  SMITH  COUNTY  ASSOCIATION:  Six 

fessions  of  faith. 

In  other  m| 

VBS  News  ‘  ' 


pro-  ROUNOAWAY  CHURCH.  DODDSVILLE:  June  3-8;  enroll¬ 
ment  76;  six  professions  of  fsith;  $487  mission  offering. 


LEMOYNE  BLVO.  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
IS  SEEKING  A  PART  TIME  MINISTER 
Of  MUSIC.  Pteese  contact  Alan  Kuhn 
at  22S-661-6152  or  sand  resume  lo: 
Lamoyne  Btvd  Baptist  Church,  15005 
LeMoyne  Blvd ,  BltaU.  MS  3S632 
EAST  PLEASANT  GROVE,  QUITMAN 
IS  SEEKING  A  Bl  VOCATIONAL 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/YOUTH.  Send 
resumes  lo  4126  CR  672  Quitman.  Me 


►  Arlington 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  SUMMIT  June  18-22; 
high  attendance  111;  KodyTullos.  VBS  director; 
Hoyd  Davis,  pastor;  shown  are  music  leader 
Brittney  Hides  and  assistants  Alexis  Phillips 
and  Victoria  Couty. 


BEACHSIDE  VACA- 


phone  601-776-6617  _  GET  AWAY  AT  BETSY’S  UL’  CASSIS  cal 

6TAJNED  GLASSWORKS,  INC  .  >erwr«  *»  a  tsochura  601-9404641 
^tVsmcetXO  CaS  600-60S-2S7U  STASW  GLASS  ns.  wSsIom  and 
OET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Health  Hoppar  Stained  Glaae.Jackaon. 

Vaurance  and  Madicare  Supplements  «01-M2-0202 
CJWJJgMINorMNsMMW  MTUNMro  RENTALS:  _ Cabm  $s(V 


»^®nda ySgroob 


August  5, 


Trivial  Pursuit  •  Judges  13:24-25;  16:4-5,15-17,19-20,28-30 


"Trivial  Pursuit*  is  the  name  of  a  game 

popular  a  few  yean  ago.  In  ads  to  win 

me  game,  a  player  baa  to  master  a  million 
bits  of  trivial  information.  "Trivial  Pursuit* 
•bo  could  be  an  apt  description  for  the  way 
most  people  spend  their  tune.  In  older  to 
demonstrate  fidelity  to  the  LORD  during 
crises,  our  study  thane  for  this  unit,  believ- 

Mmnaf  - £ - * - ‘  -  1  ■  _ _ i _ ! _ ff 


— —  ■  -  ~  “o' um^iuir 

cant  quests.  The  goal  of  Bus  week’s  lesson 
is  to  help  adults  distinguish  between  trivial 
pursuits  and  worthy  goals.  Then  they  can 

decide  oo  at  least  one  worthy  goal  in  which 
they  wiD  invest  thefr  God-given  abilities. 

X.  Empowered  by  the  Lord  (Judg. 

13:24-25) 

Does  everyone  have  God-given  abili¬ 
ties?  According  to  the  Bible  the  answer  is 
|*s.  Samson,  our  character  study  this  week, 
s  a  case  in  point  He  was  born  by  divine 
appointment  and  consecrated  from  birth 
as  a  Nazirite  (Judg.  13:1-23;  NTV).  From 
birth,  "the  LORD  blessed  him’  (13:24) 

anA  “tkc  Crake  rJi  ak.  I  Ann  i - - 


be  delivered  from  the  Philistine  oppression. 
God  uniquely  equipped  Samson  to  accom- 
task.  Today,  the  Lord  empowers 
all  of  His  children  with  specific  gifts  y  ac¬ 
complish  His  purpose  through  them. 

2.  Enticed  to  Trifle  with  God’s  Gilts 
(Jtadg.  16:4-5,15-17) 

How 
did  Sam¬ 
son  utilize 
his  God- 
given  abih- 
ties?  He 
etigaged  in 
trivial  pur- 

SllitS,  fail- 
ing  to  take 
his  Nazirite 


Lord’s  empowerment  to  wenmplwh  a  pur¬ 
pose.  According  to  Paul  (1  Cor.  12:4,11),  the 
same  Spirit  distributes  different  kinds  of 
gifts  to  each  person  as  He  determines. 

Why  does  God  jfive  people  abilities  and 
gifts?  The  answer  is  to  serve  Him  and  to 
accomplish  His  purposes.  In  Samson's  day 
the  greatest  need  God’s  people  had  was  to 


riously. 

Nadrites  were  set  apart  to  serve  the  Lord 
in  special  ways  (Numb.  6:1-21).  Yet  Sam¬ 
son  succumbed  to  Lehlahs  enticements 
(16:4-18).  Instead  of  taking  God’s  call  to 
be  a  deliverer  seriously,  he  used  his  pu  wer 
in  trifling  ways  to  break  bowstrings  (Jucy, 
167^9).  to  break  new  ropes  (16:10-12),  and 
to  disentangle  himself  bom  a  loom  (16:13- 
14)-  Samson  no  doubt  thought  he  was  “be¬ 
ing  cute*  using  his  God-given  power  in 
meaningless  -bsplays  of  strength.  He  did 
not  peroeive  r<duah  was  hying  to  trap  him. 

For  her  part,  Delilah  feigned  to  ques¬ 
tion  Samson’s  love  (16:15)  and  refendeasly 


nagged  him  day  after  day  (16:16).  When 
Samaon  had  hear!  enough,  he  revealed 
the  special  character  of  the  Nazirite  vow 
(16:17).  He  told  the  truth,  but  be  lacked 
even  a  modicum  of  spiritual  discretion. 

3.  BUnded  by  Spiritual  Insensitiv¬ 
ity  (Judg.  16:19-20) 

S  a  m  - 
son’s  foOy 
resulted  in 
?  .  the  squall 

Explore  the  Bible  J 

with  W  Wayne  (16:19). 

I  threat- 
I  ened  with 
the  crisis 

he  thought  to  shake  himself  free.  UnStu- 
natriy,  ne  did  not  know  the  Lord  had  left 
him  (16:20). 

Thcwgh  Christians  can  fail  as  miserably 
as  Samson,  thankfully  Jesus  has  promised 
us  eternal  life  baaed  on  His  righteousness 


Spirit  as  much  as  Samson's  did  (Eph.  4:30). 
Samson  became  so  spiritually  insensitive 
Tie  did  not  know  the  Lord  had  left  bim.“AJ- 
though  we  never  lose  the  Spirit's  indwelling 


so  spiritually  toaensitive  the  LORD  can  no 
longer  work  through  us. 


Make  No  Excuses  •  Jeremiah  1:1-19 


My  grandmother  was  a  voracious  read- 
er  of  good  books  which  focused  on  the 
God  of  The  Good  Book.  As  she  selected 
her  next  text,  she  would  say,  “Don’t  know 
*my  in  the  world  folks  waste  their  reading 
time  on  soap  operas  and  shoot -em-upsr 
Oie  title  on  her  shelf  always  caught  my  at¬ 
tention:  “Here  Am  I  Lord,  Send  Aaron.' 
Familiar  with  the  story  of  Moses  at  the 
burning  bush,  l  could  picture  him  stand¬ 
ing  there  at  the  foot  of  Mt.  Sinai  with  the 
words  of  that  book  title  in  a  little  cartoon 
conversation  bubble  above  his  head.  He 
would  be  staring  sheepishly  toward  Heav¬ 
en  with  one  hand  on  his  chest  and  the 
other  pointing  toward  his  elder  brother. 
What  's  your  excuse? 

Gideon  was  the  runt  of  the  litter  in  his 
tribe  of  Manaaseh.  God  handed  him  a  tiny 
•rmy  and  a  flaming  torch  and  a  day  pot 
and  called  him  a  valiant  warrior.  David 
was  the  baby  of  his  family  His  brothers 
wa*  soldiers  in  the  army  of  King  Saul.  He 
"*■  «  song-writing  shepherd  boy.  God 
gave  him  a  atone  and  a  sling  and  placed 
him  before  a  giant.  Zaochaeus  was  a  wee 
“tile  (evil,  hateful)  man.  God  planted  a 
tine  for  him  to  climb  long  before  Jesus 
wm  to  pass  through  his  town  of  Jericho. 
reter  was  a  commercial  fisherman.  Jesus 
invaded  his  yielded  heart,  commandeered 


with  Becky  Brown 


his  available  boat,  handed  him  gospel  bait  with  a  radical 
and  filled  hia  dean,  mended  nets  with  peo-  by  God  BEFI 
pie.  What’s  your  excuse?  square  prop! 

The  call  of  God  to  salvation  is  His  in-  bound  priest 
vitation  to  come  to  Him,  warts  and  all.  truth  in  an  ai 
Subsequently,  the  ca2  of  God  to  serve  Him  our  most  rece 
includes  His  perfect  plan  to  provide  for  Jeremiah 
and  over¬ 
come  our  _ 

perceived 
shortcom- 

SMs  Bible  Studies  for  Life 

assurances  JF  with  Becky  Brown 
th*«  «»- 
mediately 
negate  | 

our  “But,  ,  . 

Lord"  com¬ 
plaints.  The  One  Who  calls  us  is  the  One  quick  step,  hi 
Who  made  us  and  the  One  Who  desires  to  was  marching 
use  us.  Dare  we  even  entertain  the  remote  by  and  rebeui 
thought  that  He  is  unable  to  prop  us  up  on  destruction  ar 
our  leaning  side?  What's  your  excuse?  try,  Jeremiah 

Jeremiah  had  dearly  heard  the  voice  of  longs  of  Judal 
God  calling  him  into  service.  His  daddy  viva]  fires  dun 
was  s  priest  His  granddaddy  was  a  priest  Josiah  would 
Maybe  he  was  planning  to  slide  right  on  and  sizzle  one 
into  his  “expected*  duties  as  a  chip  off  the  burned  by  the 
old  priest  Instead,  God  rocked  his  world  The  name  *. 


with  a  radical  plan.  Jeremiah  was  chosen 
by  God  BEFORE  BIRTH  to  be  a  public 
square  prophet  for  God,  not  a  temple- 
bound  priest  of  God.  He  was  to  stand  for 
truth  in  an  age  and  culture  that  matches 
our  most  recent  24  hour  news  cyde. 

Jeremiah  lived  and  ministered  about 
six  hundred 

- . -  years  be¬ 
fore  Christ. 

|  A  century 
before,  his 
kindred  na¬ 
tion  of  Isra¬ 
el  had  been 
destroyed 
by  the  na¬ 
tion  of  As¬ 
syria.  In 
snap-to-it 

quick  step,  his  beloved  nation  of  Judah 
was  marching  from  a  slow  fade  into  idola¬ 
try  and  rebellion  toward  a  quick  slide  of 
destruction  and  exile.  During  his  minis- 
tiy.  Jeremiah  would  witness  the  last  few 
Ians  of  Judah  crash  and  bum.  The  re¬ 
vival  fires  during  the  reign  of  young  King 
Josiah  would  fizzle  out  in  false  humility 
and  sizzle  ooe  last  time  ax  the  temple  was 
burned  by  the  armies  of  Babylon. 

The  name  “Jeremiah' means  God  hurls 


4-  Victorious  Through  Faith 
(Judg.  16:28-30) 

Samson,  almost  but  not  too  late,  real¬ 
ized  the  error  of  his  ways  and  prayed  to 
the  LORD  far  help  (Judg.  16:28a).  He 
acknowledged  God  as  the  source  of  his 
strength  and  asked  to  be  strengthened 
haft  enough  to  bring  judgment  on  the  Phi¬ 
listines  (16:28b).  God  granted  Samson's 
request  because  he  had  decided  to  use  his 
God-given  strength  to  accomplish  God’s 
purpose  of  delivering  His  prople  from 
their  Philistine  oppressors.  As  Samson’s 
hands  rested  upon  the  pillars  of  the  temple 
of  the  Philistine  god,  Dagon,  the  strength 
of  the  Lord  coursed  through  his  veins. 
Samson  was  empowered  supematuraDy 
to  destroy  the  temple  of  the  false  god,  to 
kill  the  rulers  and  people,  and  to  end  the 
forty  year  Philistine  oppression  of  Israel 
(16:29-30). 

So  also  today,  the  Lord  still  works 
through  imperfect  people  who  place  their 
faith  in  Him.  Knowing  this  truth,  we  can 
humble  ourselves  in  prayer  to  the  Lord, 
asking  him  to  guide  our  steps.  What  better 
way  to  start  our  day  than  to  ask  the  Lord 
to  show  us  how  to  use  our  God-given  abili¬ 
ties  for  His  glory?  When  we  do,  we  will  say 
“good-bye*  to  trivial  pursuits. 

VanHom  is  dean  of  Christian  Studies 
at  Mississippi  College,  Clinton. 


or  throws.  With  better  than  Nolan  Ryan 
speed  and  accuracy.  God  pitched  Jer¬ 
emiah  right  into  the  mkkBe  of  the  fray  hi 
Jerusalem.  He  was  swung  at,  hit,  fouled 
and  missed  God  used  Jeremiah's  life  to 
call  sin  a  pop-up  out  and  to  rule  truth  to  be 
safe  at  the  plate.  God  promised  His  Word. 
His  power,  His  presence  and  His  message. 
Oswald  Chambers  testified  that  “God  is 
preparing  me  for  what  He  is  preparing  for 
me  to  do  for  Him.”  Jeremiah  never  read 
a  copy  of  “Mv  Utmost  for  His  Highest.* 
Jeremiah  baa  a  meeting  with  the  Lord  of 
the  uttermost  Who  sent  nim  to  the  gutter- 
most  on  behalf  of  others- most  and  for  the 
gkny  of  God  Most  High. 

Yes,  Lord,  1  hear  what  You  are  saying. 
But  Lord,  I  can't  do  this!  Tm  just  a  young 
whipper-snapper.  God  said  to  Jeremi¬ 
ah:  Go  where  I  send  you.  I  win  be  there. 
Do  what  I  command  you.  1  will  give  you 
strength.  Say  what  I  ten  you.  I  wffl  give 
you  die  words.  The  job  will  be  difficult. 
The  outcome  wfll  not  be  pleasant.  The 
people  won't  listen.  The  enemies  will  at¬ 
tack.  I  will  be  with  you  to  deliver  you.  We 
protest.  God  protects  and  projects'.  What's 

Brown  is  the  staff  evangelist  at  first 
Church,  Richland. 


OLYMPICS 

core,  from  p.  1 

<*y'»  large  Polish  community, 
the  Shaws  had  served  nine  years 
•n  Rzeszow,  Poland,  as  church 
Planters,  deep  in  the  language 
and  culture  there.  They  were  set 
to  return  to  their  former  coun- 
tiy  of  service  after  Shaw  worked 
»  stint  in  the  stateside  offices  of 


the  IMB,  and  they_were  praying 
about  what  dty  to  return  to  lr. 
Poland. 

In  the  course  of  work  he  was 
doing  for  the  [MB's  Global  Re- 
search  Department,  though, 
Shaw  passed  through  London 
several  times. 

"We  were  getting  ready  to 
come  back  to  Poland,'  Marcy 
Shaw  recounted.  “We  were  pray¬ 
ing  over  it,  but  every  time  Doug 


traveled  through  London  he'd 
come  back  and  say.  You  wouldn’t 
believe  all  the  Polish  there.  Ev¬ 
erywhere  1  go,  they’re  all  speak¬ 
ing  Polish.  My  waiters  were  Pol¬ 
ish.  the  people  on  the  bus  were 
Potish,  the  people  on  the  under¬ 
ground  were  Polish,  the  people  in 
the  stores  were  Polish." 

The  pair  began  praying  that 
God  would  send  someone  to 
England  to  work  with  Poles,  “and 


God  said.  Yeah,  OK,  IH  send 
you,"  Marcy  Shaw  recounted. 

The  fact  that  the  Shaws  speak 
Polish  smoothes  the  way  for  con¬ 
necting  with  Poles  in  London. 

"We  can  meet  people  really 
easily,"  Marcy  said.  “It’s  unusual 
for  the  English  or  fa  Americans 
to  speak  their  language.  When 
we  were  studying  in  Poland,  they 
would  say.  Wow,  most  Ameri¬ 
cans  expect  us  to  learn  English 


and  you're  learning  Polish,'  so  it 
really  had  an  effect  on  them.’ 

One  would  think  that  the 
Shaws  have  their  hands  full  with 
Polish  work,  so  why  are  they 
also  supporting  the  logistics  fa 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  for 
the  Olympics? 

Shaw  laughs  about  how  he 
came  to  be  in  charge. "  I  asked  my 
supervisor,  'Are  we  doing  some¬ 
thing  for  the  Olympics?" 
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CREEK 
CHURCH. 
PIKE  COUN¬ 
TY,  toured 
the  relocated 
Crisia  Preg¬ 


CHURCH. 
EUPORA.  had  a 

Men's  Resolution 
Ceremony  June  17, 
based  on  the  mov¬ 
ie  Courageous. 
Men  signing  the 
resolution  includ¬ 
ed  Redale  Oswalt, 
Oate  Strickland, 
Thomas  Huffman, 
Charles  Blackston, 
Huelon  Barnett. 
David  Moreian, 
and  Bill  Dean. 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  Holly  Church,  Corinth,  is  hosting  a  Monster  Garage  Men’s 
Night  Aug.  u,  £30  pzn.,  with  meal  and  door  prises.  *5-  Tommy 
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NEW  PROSPECT  CHURCH,  OXFORD,  ordained  Jay  Parks  to 
the  ministry  June  24.  Shown  are  Ken  White,  Parks,  April  Parks, 
and  Ronald  Meeks.  Parks  is  pastor  of  Antioch  Church,  Bruce. 


nancy  center 
in  McComb 
and  deliv¬ 
ered  money 
collected  for 
the  center'a 
'Baby  Bottle 


BREAKING 


i  ALLOW  GROUND 

HtiiiSMC  i si  cnspii  t*  ill  RfticiuUS  SOUTH 


MT.  NELSON  CHURCH,  NE¬ 
SHOBA  COUNTY,  recognized 
pastor  Tom  McCuriey  for  SO  years 
of  mlHlaSni'.  Shown  are  McCuriey 

and  hia  wife,  Donna 


QOOOWATER  CHURCH,  .JR 

MEEHAN,  honored  Gloria 

^  TIRNTTY  CHURCH.  MONROE  COUNTY,  had  aix  RAs  attend 

thjuTiK  vun  M  nrnanin  the  Area  2  event  Miaaiona  Madness:  Under  the  Big  Top  at  first 

man  oo  years  as  organ.ar  Churth,  Fulton.  Attendees  were  Hunter  McNeese,  Dylan  Chris¬ 

tian,  Chance  McNeese,  Brandon  Denton,  Dalton  Cantrell,  and 
Ryhn  Chriatian. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  SOQUE 
CHfTTO,  honored  all  fathera 
on  Father'*  Day  with  a  apedal 
treat  from  the  Cfuldren'i  De¬ 
partment.  Melvin  Allan,  the 
oideet  father  praaant  wee  pre- 
aented  a  gift  certificate. 


Camp  and 
Conference 
Center  In 
Clinton. 


